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A Aoainst Etbital Violenre
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to capture or affest desire' then what has happened to the desire to

be and to persist in one's own being? Spinoza marks for us the desire

to live, to persist, upon which any theory of recognition is built' And

because the terms by which recognition oPerates -"I-t"* to fix and

capture us, they run the risk of arresting desire' and 
lf.Putting 

an

end to life. As a rcsuk, it is important for ethical philosophy to

consider that any thcory of recognition will have to give an account

of the desire for "togitio'l "'i"-bt'ing 
that desire sets the limits

and the conditions ftl-'' tl-tt oPeration of recognition itself' Indeed' a

certain desire to pcrsist, wc night say' following Spinoza' under-

writes recognition, so that ftlrurs of recognition or' indeed' forms of

judgmcnt thrt scck to lclirrclurish t" dt't'oy the desire to persist' the

desire for lifc itsclf, .,,.,d.r.r,t thc very preconditions of recognition'

"'^ * 
Li,ri,, oJ Judgnwrt

signs of life.

l ciur't hclp but drcrur atrout ;r criticism tl'rat woulcl ffy not to judge but to bring an

orrlrr, r book, a sentencc, 'n 
tdt" 

'o 
lifc' ' ' ' tt would multiply not judgments but

-Michel 
Foucault, "The Masked Philosopher"

Recognition cannot be reduced to making and delivering iudgments

about others. Indisputably' there are ethical and legal situations

where such judgm"t"' rnt"'be made' We should not' however' con-

clude that the legal determination of guilt or innocence is the samc

as social recognition' In fact' recognition sometimes obligates us to

suspend judgment in order to apprehend the other' We sometimcs

rely on judgments of guilt or innocence to summarize another's lifi"

confusing th. 
"thital-Posture 

with the one that judges'a To whl

extent is the scene of recognition PresuPPosed 
by- the act of iudg-

ment? And does '"tog"itiJ" 
p'ouid" " b'o"d"' fran-rewotk witlrirr

which moral jt'dg-"t'iitself might be assessed? Is it still possil'rlc to

askthequestion,,Whati,the"valueofmoraljtrdgrr-rclrt?',Atlc.lclttt
wcrtsktlrisinrwlythiltrcclrllsNic'tzscht"sqtlcsti()ll"Wlt;ltistlrc

Against Ethiml Viobnn 45

vnlue of morality?" When Nietzsche posed this question, hc also im-

1'licitly accorded value to the question he poscd. That qtrcstion pre-

supposes that if there is a value to morality, we fincl it outside of
rrrorality itself,, an extra-moral value by which wc grrllgc nrorality,

tlrus asserting that morality does not cxhaustivcly comprisc thc field

, rl- values.
'fhe scene of moral judgment, when it is a judgmenr of pcrsons

lirr: being as they are, inyariably establishes a clear moral distance

I'crween the one who judges and the one who is judged. If you

t rlnsider, however, Simone de Beauvoir's question "Must we burn

li,rrlc?" matters become more complicated. It may be that only

tlrlough an experience of the other under conditions of suspended

lu(lgment do we finally become capable of an ethical reflection on the

lrrrrrr:rnity of the other, even when that other has sought to annihilate

lrrrrnanity.s Although I am certainly not arguing that we ought never

tr r urake judgments-they are urgently necessary for political, legal,

,ur'l personal life alike-I think that it is important, in rethinking

tlr,'cultural terms of ethics, to remember that not all ethical relations

,u,'r'cducible to acts of judgment and that the very capacity to judge

l,r('supposes a prior relation between those who judge and those who

rr,' juclged. The capacity to make and justify moral judgments does

rrrrt c.xhaust the sphere of ethics and is not coextensive with ethical

,'l'lir';rtion or ethical relationality. Moreover, judgment, as important

r', it is, cannot qualift as a theory of recognition; indeed, we may

n,ll juclge another without recognizing him or her at all.

l)r'iol to judging an other, we must be in some relation to him or

lr,r, lhis relation will ground and inform the ethical judgments we

lrrr,rlly rlo rnake, We will, in some way, have to ask the question

\Vlr,, rrrc you?" If we forget that we are related to those we con-

,ll rnn, ('vcn those we must condemn, then we lo$e the chance to be

, tlrr,,rll1, c..ltrcltcd or "addrcsse d" by a consideration of who they are

rrr,l u,lr;rl tlrcil pcrsonlrood says about tlre rangc of human possibility
tlr,rt lrirts, ('vcll t() l)r'clr;lrc otrrsclvcs lix rlr lglir-rst strclr possibilitics.




